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Worth noting is that the FCC did not propose in WT 05-235 to extend HF privileges to current Technician licensees who have not passed a Morse code examination. In its NPRM&O the FCC suggested that in a no-Morse-requirement regime, such ''codeless Techs'' would be able to gain HF access by taking the Element 3 General class written examination.

Before it releases an R&O on the Morse code proceeding, however, the WTB wants to wrap up action in another Amateur Radio-related docket--the ''Phone Band Expansion'' (or ''Omnibus'') NPRM in WT Docket 04-140, released last April 15. A dozen petitions for rulemaking, some dating back to 2001, were consolidated in the Omnibus proceeding. In that NPRM, the Commission proposed to go along with the ARRL's Novice refarming plan aimed at reallocating the current
Novice/Tech Plus subbands to expand portions of the 80, 40 and 15 meter phone bands. The FCC also agreed with an ARRL proposal to extend privileges in the current General CW-only HF subbands to present Novice and Tech Plus licensees (or Technicians with Element 1 credit).

Any FCC decision to eliminate the 5 WPM Morse code requirement for HF access would have no impact on either the current HF CW-only subbands or on the CW privileges of Amateur Radio licensees. The Morse code proceeding neither put forward nor recommended any changes in CW allocations or privileges.

NEW SUBJECT, Hurricane Katrina News

Thanks to the CQ Magazine News Room:

The White House today released its review of the federal response to Hurricane Katrina, which, according to a statement, "identifies the systemic problems in Federal emergency preparedness and response revealed by Hurricane Katrina - and the best solutions to address them." The report included 17 lessons the Executive Branch learned after reviewing and 
analyzing the response to Katrina; made 125 specific recommendations to the President, and identified 11 critical actions to be completed before the first day of the 2006 hurricane season. 
The report also included a section titled, "What Went Right" in the Katrina response, which singled out amateur radio operators for particular praise: 

"Other organizations worked tirelessly to assist emergency responders that, 
due to the storm, did not have the equipment and means to effectively carry 
out their duties. Amateur Radio Operators from both the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service and the American Radio Relay League, monitored distress 
calls and rerouted emergency requests for assistance throughout the U.S. 
until messages were received by emergency response personnel. A distress 
call made from a cell phone on a rooftop in New Orleans to Baton Rouge was 
relayed, via ham radio, from Louisiana to Oregon, then Utah, and finally 
back to emergency personnel in Louisiana, who rescued the 15 stranded 
victims. Ham radio operators voluntarily manned the amateur radio stations 
at sites such as the National Hurricane Center, Hurricane Watch Net, 
Waterway Net, Skywarn and the Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Network." 
Finally, the report identified three immediate priorities: 
1) Implementing a comprehensive National Preparedness System "to make certain that we have a fully national system that ensures unity of effort in preparing for and responding to natural and man-made disasters;" 
2) Creating a "Culture of Preparedness" that "emphasizes that the entire Nation - at all levels of government, the private sector, communities, and  individual citizens - shares common goals and responsibilities for homeland security;" and 
3) Implement corrective actions "to ensure we do not repeat the problems 
encountered during Hurricane Katrina." 
A White House fact sheet summarizing the report is available online at 
<http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/02/20060223.html>. 

ARRL NEWS AND VIEWS





Joel Harrison, W5ZN, Elected ARRL's 14th President


ARRL First Vice President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, of Judsonia, Arkansas, will be the League's president for the next two years. He'll succeed Jim Haynie, W5JBP, who chose not to run for a fourth term in the uncompensated, volunteer post.


Gathering in Windsor, Connecticut, for its annual meeting, the Board voted 10 to 5 to choose Harrison over ARRL Central Division Director Dick Isely, W9GIG, the only other nominee. Harrison, 47, said he believes Amateur Radio is looking at a different society -- and pool of potential licensees -- in the 21st century than in the past.





Ed Note: Joel is a DXer, Contester, Lawyer and has a huge station for 160 to 10 meters.  There is hope that he will show more interest in DXCC and ARRL operating activities.





The ARRL appears to also be studying ways to rejuvenate the DXCC program which has not had a new “entity” added for many years.








President's Message


Here we go again


John D. Peters K1ER


President HARC


This is our second meeting in 2006, please try to attend.


News and comments 


NEW MEETING LOCATION!


Zippy’s was very NOISY and they have a new manager who is uncooperative. She objects to reserving tables for groups.  So we are moving to a much nicer location.


The SIZZLER restaurant at Pearl Ridge is much quieter, friendly, and has lots of free parking. It is also served by 3 or more city Bus lines with a bus stop within a block.


To reach SIZZLER driving, Exit H-1 at exit 13B and keep to the right, you’ll be on Moanalua Rd. The 7th traffic light is Pali Momi St and the next left turn street runs between First HI Bank and the SIZZLER.  LOTS of free parking in back.


The Election of Officers and Directors for 2006 was held at the January 2006 meeting.  There being no additional nominations or volunteers the election of the listed Officers and Directors was unanimous.  This is the 10th YEAR for some of us.


Remember Francis Blatt and Jack Wheat who passed away one year ago. ALOHA friends.


WELCOME A NEW MEMBER: 


Please RENEW NOW for 2006. Pay your 2006 Dues for HARC. 


IF YOU ARE OVER 70 AND YOUR BIRTHDAY IS IN MAR/APR, your breakfast is on HARC.  We value our senior and experienced members and want your stories. 


If you missed the January meeting, the news was Kevin Bogan AH6QO is becoming the Asst Section Mgr and turning SM over to the big island.  ARRL elected a new President Joel Harrison, a lawyer and DXer/Contester from Arkansas.


We had lots of renewals and Ted Chernin opted to both renew his ARRL membership through HARC and join their DIAMOND CLUB.  (Gives you fast QST service and a nice PIN.


73 John K1ER





From the CQ Magazine News Service:��Great Britain's telecommunications agency has decided to issue lifetime amateur licenses and to shift primarily to online issuance of license �documents. In an announcement today, OFCOM said ham licenses in the UK "will remain valid for as long as the licence details remain correct or until such time as the licence is either revoked by Ofcom or surrendered by the licensee." There will, however, be a requirement that licensees "validate" �their license details at least once every five years "in order to maintain their lifetime licence." In addition, OFCOM announced it will provide an �online, web-based self-service licensing service, and will issue electronic license documents (probably PDF files) which users may then print out on �their own. Traditional paper licenses would still be available, but at a small fee. The announcement did not provide the effective date of the changes. The full text of the decision is available online at �<� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofcom.org.uk/consult/condocs/aradio/statement/statement_amradio.p" �http://www.ofcom.org.uk/consult/condocs/aradio/statement/statement_amradio.p�df>


Tnx to CQ Magazine and Lee Wical for relaying.  I appreciate interesting Ham news from you to share with the Club.


Did you notice the major facelift for QST in the issues since January 2006?  A major overhaul of the format has made it a much more interesting magazine.  


The FCC NEWS is on pages 5 and 6 likely inserted between sheets 1 & 2 for mailing.


I HOPE you filed comments on the FCC webpages on RM-11305 and RM-11306. You can read them on the FCC ECFS pages.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/ecfs/" ��http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/ecfs/� Search for filed comments.





continued on page 2











continued on page 3





 ARLB003 FCC noncommittal on ''Morse code'' proceeding��Just when the FCC will act on the ''Morse code'' proceeding, WT Docket 05-235, remains hazy. The Commission released a Notice of Proposed Rule Making and Order (NPRM&O) last July proposing to eliminate the Element 1 (5 WPM) Morse code requirement for all license classes. The Amateur Radio community filed more than 3800 comments on the�proceeding, and additional comments continue to show up, even though the formal comment deadline was last fall. The next—and most-anticipated--step for the Commission is to formally adopt any revisions to its rules and conclude the proceeding with a Report and Order (R&O) that spells out the changes and specifies their effective date.��''There really is no news,'' an FCC Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) staffer told ARRL this week on background. ''We certainly hope to release WT Docket 05-235 sometime this year, but we're not making any predictions at this time.'' The WTB staffer indicated there would be no ''big announcements'' at the Dayton Hamvention FCC Forum either.�


Beyond eliminating the Morse requirement, the FCC declined in its NPRM&O to go forward with any other suggested changes to Amateur Service licensing rules or operating privileges.�


The proceeding began with 18 petitions for rule making--many just calling for the elimination of the Morse requirement but some asking for more far-reaching changes in the Amateur Service rules. The various petitions attracted a total of some 6200 comments. The FCC subsequently consolidated the petitions--including one from the ARRL�asking the FCC to establish a new entry-level license class and to retain the Morse requirement for Amateur Extra class�applicants--into a single proceeding designated WT 05-235.�











Calendar of Events


HARC Meeting


SIZZLER at Pearl Ridge


Time 0900 Sat  MAR 18th  


Breakfast, ham topics, chat, election and VE.


Breakfast Meeting


SIZZLER at Pearl Ridge 


0700 to 0830  Every Tuesday


Gathering of Hams, about a dozen 


KARC  Meeting


Botanical garden in Kaneohe


0930 2nd  Saturday every month


QCWA Honolulu Chapter # 206


 every Tuesday, 0800, SIZZLER at Pearl Ridge


Officers & Directors of HARC


President John Peters K1ER  484-9748


Vice Pres Dan Greeson  KH6P 486-8879


Treasurer NEEDED


Secretary John Peters K1ER  484-9748


Directors: 


Eran Agmon  WH6R


Ted Chernin KH6GI


Tom Seale KH6AAA


Lee Wical KH6BZF 247-0587


INTERNET USEFUL SITES


� HYPERLINK http://www.arrl.org ��http://www.arrl.org�


� HYPERLINK http://www.fcc.gov ��http://www.fcc.gov�


� HYPERLINK http://www.qrz.com ��http://www.qrz.com�


� HYPERLINK http://www.pdarrl.org ��http://www.pdarrl.org� 


http://aditl.com/ham/harc.html


� HYPERLINK http://www.chem.hawaii.edu/karc ��http://www.chem.hawaii.edu/karc�

















MAR IS A HARC MEETING MONTH!


Mark your calendar -PLEASE ATTEND!


Saturday March 18, 2005  0900-1100


SIZZLERS AT PEARL RIDGE


Moanalua Rd, 1 block Ewa from Pali Momi





TREASURER'S REPORT


Balance 	$4398.80


 Statement Feb 16, 2006





Expenses $108.63


Newsletter Postage $30.63


Member dues check to ARRL $73.00


State Corp Annual Fee. $5.00





Deposits


Dues		$220.00	


Balance 	$4398.80





Report as provided at the Mar 2006, Meeting.   You may pay dues at any time. We're accepting 2006 now.  We are ALSO accepting DONATIONS, equipment or money for Amateur Radio in the Solomon Islands (H44 and H40).





2006 Member Application Form





New or renewal, same form.  The best way to learn what your new license can mean is to chat with the old timers who've been there.  


Mail a check to HARC.





We want you as a member of HARC.





Name


Callsign


Address


City


State/ZIPCODE





ARRL Member? ( Yes  ( Life ( No.





Dues for 2005 are due and remain $15


Mail to:


HARC 


Attn: Treasurer


98-1547 Akaaka Street


Aiea, HI 96701





HARC WANTS YOUR INPUT!





HARC NEEDS YOU!





We must have some volunteers for year 2004 in HARC. The work is not hard so volunteer at or before the meeting.





What would YOU like to do in HARC?





I need material for this Newsletter. Do you want me to copy material from the Pacific Division ARRL Newsletter? ARRL Bulletins? Why don't YOU write something and send it?





March Meeting Topics





Breakfast, pick up your QSLs


Introduce guests and new Members


Report from the SM and opportunity to discuss his message and ask questions.


Learn what YOU can do to fight restrictive covenants and BPL





The VE session precedes the HARC Meeting @ 07:30-08:00 AM HST. If you wish to take an exam, pre-register with Lee NLT Thursday evening, before the meeting. Both Amateur & Commercial elements are offered.


    You need a photo copy of any license or photo copy of a certificate of passing.  Additionally, you need two (2) IDs, one photo ID and another with your Social Security Number (SSN) all FCC regulations. 


    Contact Lee @ 247-0587. 


    Exam fees (cash) are set by   the FCC and W5YI-VEC, Inc.
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